	Key vocabulary

	vertebrate
	Animals that have a backbone. They can be divided into 5 groups: fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.

	invertebrate
	Animals that do not have a backbone. Can be divided into several groups including insects, spiders, snails and worms.

	arachnid
	An animal that has eight legs and a body formed of two parts

	crustacean
	Animals which mostly live in water with a hard shell and segmented body

	microorganism
	A microscopic organism, especially a bacteria, virus or fungus
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Classification
Living things can be classified into broad groups according to observable characteristics that are similar or different.



Living things and their habitats – Year 6
	Significant scientists

	Carl Linnaeus
(1707-1778)
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	Carl Linnaeus was a Swedish scientist who developed the modern system of classifying and naming organisms. Before this the names of living things were often very long. He gave them a two-part name.

	Chris Nelson
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	Chris Nelson is a horticulturist and a director of Growing Underground which uses hydroponic techniques to grow pesticide-free crops in a former London underground air-raid shelter.
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Flowering plants – numerous and diverse group. Reproduce through flowers and seeds. E.g. sunflower
Non-flowering plants – smaller group. They have a simple structure and do not have flowers or seeds. They reproduce through spores. E.g. algae, mosses
[image: ]


image6.png
Annazain

domain

phylum

species

a




image1.png
The five types of living micro-organisms are bacteria, viruses, fungi, algae and
protozoa.
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Bacteria can be rod-shaped, spiral-shaped or spherical. Some bacteria can
be useful, such as certain types found in the stomach, but other nasty kinds
can give you a bad tummy ache or a sore throat.

Viruses are parasites, which means they can only survive inside the cells of
other living things. They can cause infectious diseases, such as chicken pox
or measles.

Fungi can be different sizes ranging from a single cell like yeast (used to
make bread rise), or other fungi such as moulds or toadstools.

Algae can also be many different sizes - some single-celled algae are
actually used in toothpastel

Protozoa are single-celled organisms and can cause many diseases,
although they are occasionally helpful too.
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Crustaceans
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