Wednesday 16 December 2020

Dear Parents and Carers
I cannot quite decide if this has been the longest term ever or if the
time from September to now has gone in a flash! One thing I do
know though is that our children and staff have worked
incredibly hard this term. WE have been doing our very best to
learn as much as possible and everyone, and I mean absolutely
everyone, is ready for a very well deserved rest.
Despite all the Covid-19 related restrictions, we have all worked
together really hard to make life at school as normal and happy
as possible and we have been so much luckier than many schools
in that only one class bubble has burst this term – let’s hope, with
your continued help, that this continues next term. We
raised over £237 for Children in Need this year, which
is amazing – thank you for your generosity. We have all learned a lot
about using School Spider, to book parent and carer meeting, and
Microsoft Teams – we had a fair few glitches but we got there in the
end! Future meetings in this way will only get easier.
Most importantly of all, we have really enjoyed spending time together and are
now back into the routine of working together as one big Netherthorpe family.
Next term we will continue to work as hard as
possible and to provide safe additional important
experiences for our children. To start these off, Y6
are due to go to Crucial Crew in January – more
details to follow in January.
I need to let you know about what to do if any of our children test positive
for Covid-19 over the holidays. If children test positive on any date up
to and including 24 December, you must email me at:
headteacher@netherthorpe.sheffield.sch.uk so that I can help any
families who might have been in contact with the child know so that they
can self-isolate. After this time, Track and Trace and Sheffield Public
Health will take over and be in touch with you. I know how tired everyone is of
Covid-19 restrictions – myself included – but we must all continue to follow the
rules over the holidays so that we can all come back as safely as possible in
January.

If your child is eligible for free school meals, you should have received a
letter from Sheffield City Council this week, telling you about how you can
spend the £35 e-voucher per child on food. The Christmas e-codes
should be redeemed by using the following
link: www.selectyourcompliment.co.uk/grocery.
We have been asked to say to parents that, if you do not want the vouchers,
please let school know so that the e-vouchers can be gifted to another family.
The government suggested that schools could change INSET days at the
end of this term. We will not be doing this and so the last day of school
will be Friday 18 December. We will then be closed for two weeks and
school will open to staff on Monday 14 January 2021 when we will have a
staff training day. Therefore, school will reopen to children on Tuesday
5 January.
Please make sure that our children keep
reading every day over the holidays and practise number
bonds and times tables. Even though it is cold, they
should spend time out in
the open as much as possible and not spend too
much time playing games on phones, tablets and
computers. Also, please make sure that children stick
to bedtime routines and get lots of sleep over the next
two weeks.
There is an event at the LTN bridge at Kelham Island to celebrate
Low Traffic Neighbourhoods in Sheffield. Families are invited to go
along to decorate the bridge at 2.00pm on Saturday 19 December.
Sheffield Greenpeace have asked me to invite you all to go.
Finally, I would like to wish you all a very safe and restful holiday.
2020 has been such a challenge to all of us – let’s hope that 2021 is a lot better!
Thank you for your continued support

Elizabeth Gray
(Headteacher)

